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Academic Education 
Matriculation examination, 31.5. 1985, Jämsä High School,  Grade: laudatur 

Master of Theology, 24.5. 1993 University of Helsinki, Master’s thesis, grade: laudatur 

Licentiate of Theology, 29.5. 2000 University of Helsinki 

Doctor of Theology, 26.5. 2003 University of Helsinki 
 Topic of doctoral dissertation: Identity Matters; John, the Jews and Jewishness 

 Doctoral thesis, grade: laudatur 

Docent in New Testament Studies, University of Helsinki, 2006. 

 

Most important Research Allocations and Grants 
2004 Grant for a postdoctoral researcher, the Academy of Finland 

2008–2011 A Three-Year Research Grant, 120 000 Euros, the University of Helsinki Research Funds, 

for the project “The Holy Enemy: Reception Historical Study on the Role of the Bible in Intergroup 

Conflicts.” 

2010–2013 A General Research Grant, 500 000 Euros, Academy of Finland, as the Head of the 

research project “Enemies in the Making: ‘Others’ and the Construction of Early Christian Identities.” 

2011 A grant for Academy Research Fellow at the Faculty of Theology, University of Helsinki, 

Funding provided by Academy of Finland for 1.9.2011-31.8. 2016. 

 

Posts and Positions 
Trainee at the Department of Biblical Studies, University of Helsinki, 1992–1993 

Teaching Fellow (tutkimusapulainen) at the Department of Biblical Studies (DBS), UH, 1993 

Scholar (tutkija) at the at the DBS, UH, 1994–2001 supported by various grants 

Teaching assignments (tuntiopetustehtäviä) at the DBS,UH, 1995–2001 

Teachings assignments (tuntiopetustehtäviä) at the Open University of the UH, 1998–2001 

Teaching Fellow (assistentti)  in Biblical Studies at the DBS, UH, 1.2. 1997–31.7. 1998 

Planner of teaching (opetuksen suunnittelija) at the DBS, UH, 1.10. 2000–30.11. 2000 

University Lecturer (yliopistolehtori) at the DBSStudies, UH, 1.8. 2001–31.7. 2002 

Lecturer (lehtori) at the Department of Biblical Studies, UH, 1.8. 2002–31.7. 2003 

University Lecturer (yliopistolehtori) at the DBS, University of Helsinki, 1.8. 2003–31.7. 2004 

Postdoctoral Researcher (tutkijatohtori) at the DBS, University of Helsinki, funded by the Academy of 

Finland, 1.8. 2004-31.7. 2007. 

Researcher (tutkija) in the project “Explaining Early Jewish and Christian Movements: Ritual,Memory 

and Identity”, 1.8.2007-31.7. 2009. Project was funded by the Academy of Finland and located at the 

Helsinki Collegium for Advanced Studies. 

University Researcher (yliopistotutkija) and responsible leader in research projects ”The Holy Enemy” 

and “Enemies in the Making” (see above) 1.8. 2009–31.8. 2011. 
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Academy Research Fellow at the Faculty of Theology, University of Helsinki, Funding provided by 

Academy of Finland for 1.9.2011–31.8. 2016. 

University Researcher at the Faculty of Theology, University of Helsinki,  1.8. 2016–31.12. 2016 

 

Reviewer and/or supervisor for doctoral theses 
Reviewer for theol. lic. Randar Tasmuth’s doctoral thesis “The Disciple with Many Faces. Martin 

Hengel's and James Charlesworth's theories of the Beloved Disciple.” University of Helsinki, 2003. 

Supervisor for Mika Hynninen’s doctoral thesis, “The Gospel of Peter and the Development of 

Christian Anti-Judaism”, University of Helsinki, 2010–. 

Supervisor for Elina Lapinoja doctoral thesis, Early Christian congregations competing against Greco-

Roman associations”, University of Helsinki, 2014–. 

Chair of the doctoral degree committee for Mika Pajunen's dissertation “The Land to the Elect and 

Justice for All: Search for the Function and Setting(s) of 4QNon-Canonical Psalms B (4Q381)”, 

University of Helsinki, 2012. 

Supervisor for seven finished master thesis, University of Helsinki, 2013–. 

Supervisor for 18 finished bachelor theses, University of Helsinki, 2008– 

 

 

Scientific expert positions 
An external referee for the Journal of American Academy of Religion, 2007. 

Member, University of Helsinki expert pool, 2008– 

Chair of the research group ‘Others’ and the Construction of Early Christian Identities.” European 

Association of Biblical Studies, 2010–2013 

Member in the academic advisory board for the series Novum Testamentum et Orbis Antiquus 
(NTOA), Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht. December 2014– 

 

Positions of trust 
Vice member of the board, Department of Biblical Studies, University of Helsinki, 1998–2000. 

Member of the board, Department of Biblical Studies, University of Helsinki, 2001–2004. 

Member in the Church and Judaism-committee, The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland, 2014–  

 

Scholarly Prizes 
Prize for Master’s Thesis, University of Helsinki, Faculty of Theology 1993. 

Teaching Technology Award by the University of Helsinki in 2003 for Multimodal Learning 

Environment for New Testament Greek (jointly with Jarmo Kiilunen and Sami Yli-Karjanmaa) 

National Award of Excellence in Web Learning Technologies at the University Level, granted by the 

Finnish Ministry of Education in 2005 for Multimodal Learning Environment for New Testament Greek 

(jointly with Jarmo Kiilunen and Sami Yli-Karjanmaa). 

A honorable mention given for a meritorious Finnish science book, Lauri Jäntti’s foundation 2009 

(5000 euros). Given for the book Raimo Hakola and Juha Pakkala. Kristinuskon ja juutalaisuuden 

juuret: arkeologian näkökulmia. [The Roots of Christianity and Judaism: Archaeological Perspectives.] 

Helsinki: Kirjapaja, 2008.  

 

Archaeological Fieldwork 
Participation in the Horvat Kur excavations in Galilee conducted by the Kinneret Regional Project, 

19.6. – 8.7. 2010. 



Co-director and one of the license Holders at the Horvat Kur excavations conducted by the Kinneret 

Regional Project, 19.6. – 15.7. 2011. 

Co-director, square supervisor and one of the license holders at the Horvat Kur excavations conducted 

by the Kinneret Regional Project, 2012–present 

 

Studies in University Pedagogy 
15.10 2010, The Helsinki University Centre for Research and Development of Higher Education 

Basic Studies in University Pedagogy, 25 ETC credits , grade 5 (excellent knowledges), 

Including: 

YP1.1. Teaching and Learning in the University, 4 ECT Credits (credit 5, excellent); 

26.4. 2007 

YP1. 2 The Planning, Implementation and Evaluation of Teaching, 6 ECT Credits (credit 

5, excellent); 26.4. 2007  

YP 2.1.The Development of Research Based Academic Teaching, 5 ECT Credits (credit 5, 

excellent); 15.10. 2010  

YP 2.2. Academic Supervising, 5 ECT Credits (credit 4, commendable); 22.3. 2010 

YP 2.3. Development of Pedagogical Expertise, 5 ECT Credits (credit 5, excellent); 15.3. 

2010 

 


