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Compound words and their treatment in the Erzya
orthography

e Searching for a methodology

e |deal: Orthographies should have
methodologies, so no orthographic dictionary is
really necessary.

* A methodology might be based on categories
Inherent in the individual language
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Orthography of 2012

 Earlier Orthographic dictionaries: 1939, 1955,
1969, 1978

e Terminology: adjective, adverb, affixoid,
lexicalization, noun, particle, participle

* Principles: of Morphology, Phonetics and
Tradition
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Affixoid

This term Is not explained separately!!

Uu, nyno, nenb, Nps, naHro, ankc, ne, Knpaa, Mmese, Hu,
In practice this is used for 3 phenomena:

(1) Semantic value not attested in independent word
(2) Semantic value without independent wordform

(3) Base form for use in grammatical case of so called
postpositions [relative spatial nouns]
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Morphology

 This is in fact a morphematic priniciple,
whereby the parts of words show no variation in

orthography, regardless of how they might be
pronounced.

 Ky3, KY30Hb, Ky3ra hence:
e /kusnel Ky3TH3
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Morphology 2

e Write compound words whose components
have not been shortened. [Voicing does occur]

e KawaBaKaH, KallTOMKYPro
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Phonetics

e The principle is to write the word as it Is spoken,
whereas any change of lettering will also
change or marr the meaning
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Phonetics 2

e Where components have been abbreviated

[stem-final vowels are dropped, perhaps even
more]

e Bexrenb (<= BULWINHE + Ke/b)
e CenbBeab (<= cenbme + Belb)
e NIHA30p (<= nHe + a3op)
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Tradition (implicit)

 This principle is not explained
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Spelling In practice

 In the morning we write together, and in the
afternoon we write separately
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2012 Rules

Words combinations with 2 components

Combinations with 3 or 4 components
Pair words

Combinations with particles
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Two stems written together

1.1) First component is a noun without a suffix

1.1.1) second component is {Heapb, Tyno} [part of whole]

1.1.2) {not™mo, umpe, KyHLka} [relative spatial noun]

1.1.3) {koHA}; when meaning is not primary: 1oMaHb KOHS, peBe KOoHSA [Affixoid-type]
1.1.4) {-m0}: KeHKwKyHAamo, [X in conflict with rule on page 14]

1.2) first component is {BacoHb, NHE}. BACOHBbKOMOPO, BacoHbneensTb [Affixoid-type, also 1.7
below]

1.3) first component: Be ‘one'[in conflict with 2.4], nene, nenb, NenbC. BenyB, BEMNEKEHb,
nenese, Nnenbcnnesb

1.4) first component: Tpokc [adverb, subsequent]
1.5) first component: asira, naHra: ajrasairesb, anranadap [adverb, previous]
1.6) first component is a participle in -u/-bl: nanbimMoga, neguryi [X in conflict with 3.2]

1.7) when one or the other component does not constitute an intelligible meaning in the
modern language: kakkansa (?kakx + ans),
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Two stems written separately

2.1) If the first component is a noun with a suffix [perhaps they meant derivative
suffix]

2.2) If the first component ends in -Hb: BefieHb 6yka, KaproHb ku [genitive modifier]

— EXCEPTIONS: (principle of tradition) BapakaHbnas, ca/IMyKCOHbCasbl, YeepeHbKapbKe [not
consistent in the dictionary]

2.3) If the first component is deverbal in {-ma, -M0}: Be1AMO MyKOPb, KOPTaMO MNesibKC,
NIOBHOMA KyAo0

— EXCEPTIONS: nustemnaps|elided sounds], cogamoéskc (principle of tradition)
2.4) If the first component is a numeral: kaBTO NUNbrecs, HUMe neHb, KOTo /1asT

2.5) If the first component is a participle (not -u/-bi of course): npa3b ymapb, KEpPABT
TUKLLE, MOPbILS TENTEPb

2.6) If second part is deverbal noun in {-ma}: kegb kKMpgema, cTako awTema [X in
conflict with 1.1.4]

- EXCEPTIONS: ynnucema, ynBasiroma
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3 and 4 component compounds

3.1) written together: kyaasopaBa, oanpbBa, ypbBans [elided sounds];

— This also includes affixoid: kanbkyponps, KefbKonopb/laHro, nesibBairesbre,
nuunnanakcnyno|conflict with morphology principle]

3.2) written separately: awo npsa uépa, NoKLW Npsa KopLlu, Bepbrin3aHb NOBU KUCKa[In
conflct with 1.6], cucem npsaco ryn, €3HaHb Nynamo TUKLLE, Na30Hb YaBOMa 4yBTO,
BepeHb /I0TKaBTbILUA TUKLLIE

3.3) first two components are written together the third separately:

raiaymapb TukWe, aypakkyap Heabkc, [X in conflict with phonetics, 3.1]éHTON Kenb,
KeAbHUMWIAB NIEBKC, OBTYMapb YyBTO

3.4) the second and third components are written together and the first separately:

aBaka pyBe3b/IEBKC, allo AypaknaHro, BMULIKa NuumMnanakc, NneTHaB KapBonaHro, babaHb
nuuunanakc

4) Words consisting of four components: og aBaHb Yama /iona, TaHTen YnHe
rasiaHb Leus
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Hyphenated compounds

5.1) reduplication: TapkaHb-TapKaHb, JTaHTCEK-/1aHIcekK

5.2) reduplication with vowel variation: kyw-kat[but a kyil a kawu|, Kyngop-kangop, TywTo-TawTo...

5.3) paired words consisting of antonyms: atsT-6a6ar, Teil-ToB, pay>Xo-aLlo

5.4) paired words consisting of synonyms: Tanamc-kasiaBToMc, TETSIKal-kopbMakai, Buae-napo

5.5) paired words consisting of which one has lost its meaning: yekamc-nokamc, Hynar-sanar, Kygar-
aHpar

5.6) paired words which when together provide a broader sense: kene-witano, TeBTb-KyNAT, TEBTb-/1aAT

5.7) paired words of which both bare the meaning of a color [perhaps this is an modifier head with
modifying adjective]

5.8) paired words of which the first is the particle koii-, Ta-, Taro-, or the second is the particle -6yTw.
[these all make indefinite pronouns, adjectives and adverbs]

» 5.9) paired words where the first one is the word {Heansa} and the second is a numeral: Heans-
kaBTo[countables]

e 5.10) paired words of which one is -Teemc: apgomc-teemc, Teemc-MeHaaAMC
» 5.11) abbreviated words, here the linking vowel is not written.
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Misc

e 6. Numerals adhear to both morphological and
phonetic principles [kaBTo kuckaTt VS
KaBTOCAAT, but KaBTO TEXaT]

e 7. The postposition naHro is treated as an
affixoid and written together with words
meaning

— place: BanbmManaHro, KunaHro
— time: negemasnaHro

e 8. Particles nu, 6y, o are written separately

Aug 19, 2015 Jack Rueter, Ph.D., University of Helsinki 17



Negative particle «a» separate

9.1) in combination with infinitive and finite verbal forms: a monemc, a MonsH, a TenHaepsH

9.2) in combination with nouns and adjectives where no lexicalization has taken place: a
BMpPb, a Kyao, a Moaa

TUPUHb KeJ1leHb aCOoAaMOCb -- T€ 3CETb PaCbKEHb aBE4YKEMaChb

9.3) in combination with pronouns and adverbs derived thereof

9.4) in sentences where there is a verb of negation present. MoH a 1emeH33, a 3psamMo
TapkaH30 a cogaca

9.5) in combination with participles beginning with vowels: a aBapabius, a afibinys, a
aHaoBuKc [in conflict with 10.2]

9.6) in combination with active present participles ending in -bius/-nuga and passive participles
in -ma that do not contain the -B- suffix and have not become nouns: a mopbIUA TelTepsb, a
Tapaplil keab, a Mopbl HApMYyHb(in conflict with 1.6]; a Beykema uépa.

If, however, there is a lexicalization as a noun, then it is written together: amopbiusach y/nbHeCH oA
TenTepb. IP3siHb Ke/leHb acoAbIUATHEHb MapTO ...

9.7) past participle: a ny»o3b ionar, a cuBe3b Tapaj [??aBeykesb canmmnm|

Aug 19, 2015 Jack Rueter, Ph.D., University of Helsinki 18



Negative particle «a» together

e 10.1) together they undergo lexicalization as a
noun, adjective or adverb: aBaHbKcUMN,
aBenkeTbKcuKn, aBmnaeun, aynomal??conflict with
9.5], anamo, amapamralconflict with 9.1],

e 10.2) In combination with participles in -biuga/-
nysa or -ukc when the -B- suffix is present:
aHedABULUA, aBeuykeBuLA, akmpaeBukc,
atTeeBUKC...
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Conflicts

e 1.1.4) {-m0}. KeHKWKYyHaamo VS 2.6) If second
part is deverbal noun in {-ma}. kKegb Kupagema,
CTAKO awTema [A lapse?]

e 2.1) If the first component is a noun with a suffix
aBaka fieBKC, aTdka /1eBKc, newkc rym, BUT
KoAcTallKko, koactnaHkc, (dictionary)

e 2.2 YeepeHbKapKkc VS puBeseHb 101 (dictionary)
[tradition does not go past 1960s]
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|deas

e Search for methods in what is already In use:
— Lexicalization [in different word classes]

— Quantification [combinations with numerals and
measurements]

- Symmetry [negation]

— Expect the unexpected: Words we didn't think
existed [nncbmap arsdkal

— Native speaker conceptualization
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IpP39Hb KeneHb op@orpagudaHb Ba/Kc: masas
34 000 Bant. TeunuatHe:. bysakoBa P.H.,
NMucnua E. H., MocuH M. B., Ubinkankmnna B.I1.
CapaHck. 2012.
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Words we didn't think existed

e [IncbMap aTaKkaTHe Ko4ykacTb NUCbMap Kyaor,
TepanTb Yonepnesb [Implicit modifier]
aBakaTHeHb. (Chesnokov 1974:176)
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