
 

 

Sanctity and Female Authorship in the 14th Century and Beyond: 

Birgitta of Sweden & Catherine of Siena: 

 
 

Vadstena, 9-12 August, 2017 

 

 

9 August 2017 

 

Bus leaves for Vadstena from Scandic Park Hotel at 14.00. 

Arrival at Vadstena klosterhotel ca. 17.00. 

 

 

10 August 2017 

 

9.30-9.45  Unn Falkeid & Maria H. Oen: Welcome and 

introduction to workshop 

 

9.45-10.15 André Vauchez: Introduction – Birgitta and 

Catherine  

 

10.15-11.00 Jane Tylus: ‘Birgitta Pellegrina’: Pilgrimage 

and Female Spirituality in the Writings of 

Birgitta and Catherine 

Respondents: Falkeid & Blumenfeld-Kosinski 

 

11.00-11.30 Coffee 

 

11.30-12.15 Renate Blumenfeld-Kosinski: Saintly 

Polemics: Birgitta and Catherine within the 

Moral-Political Discourse of Their Time  

Respondents: Rouxpetel & Salmesvuori 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12.15-13.00 Unn Falkeid: Birgitta, Catherine, and the two 

Marys 

Respondents: Tylus & Blumenfeld-Kosinski 

  

13.00-14.00 Lunch (Vadstena klosterhotel) 

 

14.00-14.45 Camille Rouxpetel: The Crossing Paths of 

Birgitta of Sweden, Catherine of Siena and 

Alfonso of Jaén 

 Respondents: Luongo & Salmesvuori 

 

14.45-15.30 Päivi Salmesvuori: Birgitta and Catherine 

Persuading Queen Giovanna of Naples 

 Respondents: Falkeid & Rouxpetel 

  

15.30-16.00 Coffee 

 

16.00- ca 17.30 Walking seminar. Introduction to Vadstena 

abbey and the church by Roger Andersson & 

Maria H. Oen, visit to the abbey church and 

museum 

 

19.30 Dinner (Vadstena klosterhotel) 



 

 

 

11 August 2017 

 

9.30-10.15 Gábor Klaniczay: The Mystical Pregnancy of 

Birgitta and the Invisible Stigmata of 

Catherine: Bodily Signs of Supernatural 

Communication in the Lives of the Two Saints 

 Respondents: Ferzoco and Oen 

 

10.15-11.00 George Ferzoco: Lay and Religious Female 

Sanctity in the Canonization Processes of 

Birgitta and Catherine 

Respondents: Nocentini & Klaniczay 

 

11.00-11.30  Coffee 

 

11.30-12.15 Silvia Nocentini: The Transmission of 

Birgitta’s and Catherine’s Works into the 

Mystical Tradition: Exchanges, Cross-

readings, Connections 

 Respondents: Klaniczay & Andersson 

 

12.15-13.00 Roger Andersson, Catherine and Birgitta 

Received by Preachers 

 Respondents: Nocentini & Ferzoco 

 

13.00-14.00 Lunch (Vadstena klosterhotel) 

 

14.00-14.45 Thomas Luongo: Birgitta of Sweden and 

Catherine of Siena as Authors 

Respondents: Tylus & Oen 

 

 

 

 

14.45-15.30  Maria H. Oen: Ambivalent Images of 

Authorship 

 Respondents: Luongo & Andersson  

 

15.30-16.00 Coffee 

 

16.00-ca. 17.00 General discussion – further plans 

 

19.30   Dinner (Vadstena klosterhotel) 

 

 

 

 

12 August 2017 

 

Check-out at 11.00 (You may leave your luggage at the hotel) 

 

Lunch individually 

 

13.00  Excursion to Alvastra monastery with 

presentation by Maria H. Oen (Bus leaves 

from Vadstena klosterhotel) 

 

Ca. 18.30  Arrival at Scandic Park Hotel, Stockholm 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Participants 

Roger Andersson   roger.andersson@historia.su.se 

Renate Blumenfeld-Kosinski  renatebk80@gmail.com 

Unn Falkeid    unn.falkeid@ifikk.uio.no 

George Ferzoco    g.ferzoco@bristol.ac.uk 

Gábor Klaniczay   klanicz@gmail.com 

Thomas Luongo   tluongo@tulane.edu 

Silvia Nocentini   silvianoce@gmail.com             

Maria H. Oen    maria.h.oen@arthistory.su.se 

Camille Rouxpetel   rouxpetel.camille@orange.fr 

Päivi Salmesvuori    paivi.salmesvuori@helsinki.fi 

Jane Tylus    jt76@nyu.edu 

André Vauchez    avauchez@wanadoo.fr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Organizers 

Maria H. Oen, +47 47336610, maria.h.oen@arthistory.su.se 

 Unn Falkeid, +47 99568527, unn.falkeid@ifikk.uio.no 

 

 

Workshop Venue 

Vadstena Klosterhotel, Lasarettgatan 5, 592 30 Vadstena 

Tel.: +46 143 130 00, Email: hotel@klosterhotel.se 

(http://www.klosterhotel.se) 

 

 

Hotel in Stockholm 

Scandic Park, Karlavägen 43, 114 31 Stockholm 

Tel.: +46 8 517 348 00, Email: park@scandichotels.com 

 (https://www.scandichotels.no/hotell/sverige/stockholm/scandic-

park) 

 

 

 

 

 

The workshop is generously sponsored by the Bank of Sweden 

Tercentenary Foundation (Riksbankens Jubileumsfond) and the 

Dept. of Philosophy, Classics, History of Art and Ideas, University 

of Oslo, and organized with assistance from the Dept. of Culture and 

Aesthetics, Stockholm University 
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