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CV

ELINA PENTTINEN
Born in June 1971

1.  EDUCATIONAL DEGREES AWARDED

2015 Title of Docent in Gender Studies, University of Helsinki, Department of Philosophy, History,
Culture and Art Studies. 21.8.

2004 Doctor of Social Sciences (PhD), University of Tampere, 16.6.2004. Dissertation: Corporeal
Globalization: Narratives of Embodied Subjectivity and Otherness in the Sexscapes of
Globalization. The thesis was given the highest distinction laudatur.

2. CURRENT POSITION

2013-2018 University Lecturer, Gender Studies, Department of Philosophy, History, Culture and Art
Studies, University of Helsinki, 1.8.2013–31.5.2018.

2017 Director of the Gender Studies Master’s programme, Department of Philosophy, History,
Culture and Art Studies, University of Helsinki.

2016-2018 Principal Investigator, ‘Incorporating Vulnerability: A Non-fragmented Approach to Feminist
Research on Violence’, University of Helsinki, Three Year Grants, 1.1.2016–31.12.2018.

3. PREVIOUS PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS

2011-2013 University Lecturer, University of Tampere, International Politics, School of management,
1.8.2011–31.7.2013.

2011 Professor in International Relations and European Studies, University of Tallinn, Estonia
1.8.2011-28.2. 2012.

2011 University Lecturer in Global Political Economy, University of Helsinki, Department of
Political and Economic Studies, 1.1.2011–30.6.2011.

2010 University Lecturer in International Relations and Political Science, University of Lapland,
Department of Social Studies, 1.2.2010–31.12.2010.

2009 Research Fellow, Tampere Peace Research Institute and Crisis Management Center, CMC
Finland, research project ‘Enhancement of expertise in comprehensive crisis management’,
1.8.2009–30.1.2010.

2006-2009 Research Fellow, Tampere Peace Research Institute, Academy of Finland funded postdoctoral
research project on gender-mainstreaming of civilian crisis management, 1.8.2006–31.7.2009.

2004-2005 Senior Assistant Professor, University of Tampere, Department of Political Science and
International Relations, 1.9.2004–30.5.2005.

2000-2004 Project Researcher, Tampere Peace Research Institute, finalizing doctoral thesis funded by
Academy of Finland, 1.7.2000–31.7.2004.

4. PEDAGOGICAL EXPERTISE POSITIONS

2017 Director of the Gender Studies Master’s programme Gender, Culture and Society (SKY),
Department of Philosophy, History, Culture and Art Studies, University of Helsinki. Teaching and
supervision of 5 doctoral thesis projects. Mentoring 2 postdoctoral research projects.

2017 Leadership training for Directors of Master’s and Bachelor’s programs, including the 360 degrees
feedback instrument, University of Helsinki, 18.9.2017–19.1.2018.

2016-2017 Executive board member Gender Studies master’s programme, University of Helsinki.
2010-2017 Independent course design, implementation and pedagogical enhancement of  over  48

different courses at bachelor, master’s and doctoral level, development of teaching especially in
relation to enhancement of student’s academic expertise and transferrable skills to work-life.

2007-2017 Design and teaching of Creative Analytic Writing courses to doctoral students nationally and
internationally, University of Tallinn 2011; University of Minneapolis 2013; University of Warwick.
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Courses enhance academic expertise in research design and written expression using mindfulness
based methods.

2016 Mindful Self-Compassion, teacher in training CfM, Sweden, 5.6.2016–11.6.2016.
2013-2016 International Pedagogical Expertise, Publication of textbook ‘Gender and Global Mobilities: A

Critical Introduction’ (Rowman & Littlefield 2017) directed for US and UK universities bachelor
and master’s programmes in Gender Studies as well as global markets. Co-authored with Dr. Anitta
Kynsilehto. Book includes case-assignments, essay questions, discussion points in alignment of
student-centered and feminist pedagogy.

2015 Faculty Representative in the Pre-examination of Alexandra Stang’s doctoral thesis:
Possibilities, Silences: the Publishing and reception of Queer topics in Finland during Interwar years . Literary
studies, Faculty of Arts, University of Helsinki.

2014-2015 Member of Departmental Pedagogy Enhancement team. Department of Philosophy, History,
Culture and Art Studies, University of Helsinki. Participation in the enhancement of pedagogical
expertise at departmental level.

2013-2015 Member of the Board of Hilma-network, national e-learning network offering courses in gender
studies. Representative of University of Helsinki, gender studies.

2013- Supervisor in Gender Culture and Society, SKY Doctoral Programme, University of Helsinki
2012 University Pedagogy Course 10 ECTS, University of Tampere. Training in active learning-

pedagogy, constructive alignment of course design and teaching development.
2011-2012 Member of pedagogical enhancement team, Political Science and International Relations,

University of Tampere.
2010-2011 Member of pedagogical enhancement team, International Relations, University of Lapland
2004-2010 Enhancement of methodology and scientific writing courses in social and political sciences at

master’s and doctoral level, University of Tampere, University of Lapland.
2004-2010 Development of course design on based on feminist and student-centred active learning

pedagogy, University of Tampere, University of Lapland.
1998-2009 Pioneer in teaching feminist international relations and world politics, war and gender, gender and

politics, University of Turku; University of Tampere.

5. MOST IMPORTANT TEACHING VISITS ABROAD

2016 Creating Analytic Writing workshop, University of Warwick, September 2016
2013 Lecture and supervision of student, Women, Violence and War workshop, Davies Forum,

University of San Francisco, 7.4.2013.
2013 Creative Analytic Writing workshop and guest lecture, University of Minnesota, 9.4.2013–

11.4.2013.
2011 Visiting lecturer, New Security Agenda course, University of Malmö.

6. AWARDS, PRIZES AND HONOURS

2004 The Best Doctoral Thesis of the Academic Year 2003/2004, University of Tampere.
Awarded by the City of Tampere, 5000 €.

7. MOST IMPORTANT RESEARCH FUNDING

2016-2018 ‘Incorporating Vulnerability: A Non-fragmented Approach to Feminist Research on Violence’,
University of Helsinki Research Funds, 3 years, Principal Investigator, 150 000 €.

2009-2010 ‘Gender Sensitive Return Policy for Vulnerable Groups Facing Return’, EU, Return Fund,
Tampere Peace Research Institute, Project Leader, 120 000 €. Key author of the funding
application.

2009-2010 ‘Enhancement of expertise in comprehensive crisis management’, European Social Fund.
Research conducted in collaboration with Crisis Management Center (CMC Finland), Tampere
Peace Research Institute (Tapri) and The Finnish Centre for Expertise in Comprehensive Crisis
Management (FINCENT). Key author of the funding application and responsible for the
deliverables.

2006-2009 ‘Gender, Agency and Peace-keeping’. Academy of Finland funded personal postdoctoral research
project, 150 000 €.
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8. KEY POSITIONS IN SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES

2017- Association for Gender Studies in Finland, member
2017- European Business Ethics Network, member
2016- Feminist Peace Research Network (FPRN), funded by NOS-HS 2016-2017, member
2015- Feminist Theory and Gender Studies, Women’s Caucus, LBTI, Caucus, International Studies

Association, member
2015- AtGender, Stream-leader, European Feminist Research Conference
Previously a member of Feminist Theory and Gender Studies section of International Studies Association (ISA),
2012–2014; board member of RC 36 Political Power, International Political Studies Association, 1999–2004;
board member of Politics and Economy, International Sociological Association, 1998–2002.

9. PHD SUPERVISION

2015 Faculty Representative in the Pre-examination of Alexandra Stang’s doctoral thesis:
Possibilities, Silences: the Publishing and reception of Queer topics in Finland during Interwar years . Literary
studies, Faculty of Arts, University of Helsinki.

2014 Saara Särmä: Junk Feminism and Nuclear Wannabes: Collaging Parodies of Iran and North Korea,
University of Tampere. Co-supervisor.

2009-2010 Project Leader, ‘Gender Sensitive Return Policy for Vulnerable Groups Facing Return’,
supervising and mentoring doctoral student Tiina Vaittinen and post-doc Karim Maiche.

Current PhD Students: Primary supervisor of Ada Schwanck, Hanna Etholén and Astrid Joutseno and secondary
supervisor of Anna Heinonen and Tanja Korkalainen, PhD students in Gender, Culture and Society (SKY)
Doctoral Program, University of Helsinki.

10. SOCIETAL IMPACT

2016 ‘Itsemyötätunto hoitotyön arjessa’, invited keynote, Terveydenhoitajapäivät, Suomen
Terveydenhoitajaliitto ry (STHL), Tampere-Talo.

2015- National Violence Observatory, subgroup on new initiatives, organized by Women’s Line,
member.

2015 Collaboration with Women’s Line, Moderation of 2 online support groups (5 weeks) for targets
of emotional abuse in intimate relationship. Training annually Women’s Line volunteer workers
on emotional abuse in intimate relationships (2015-2017), moderation of support groups as part
of collecting data on emotional abuse as part of Incorporating Violence project.

2015 Academic expert in Valoa ei Väkivaltaa campaign, organized by National Violence Observatory,
on Emotional Abuse in Intimate Relationships. Academic expertise on the online campaign,
including design of memes and publication of blogs as part of the campaign.

2007- Member of 1325 Network, Finland. Network consists of NGO’s and Academics, the objective is
to raise awareness and public discussion on women, peace and security and promote methods for
gender-training.

2013 Demola mentor, SPR- Case on Innovation of marketing First Aid products.
2013 Council deputy of the Institute of Migration, Migri.
2010 Training the instructors at Crisis Management Center Finland. Workshop on ‘Ethical action

competence and emotional intelligence in crisis management training’, 31.5.2010.
2007-2009 Member of Working Group on developing Finland’s National Action Plan 2008-2011 to

implement UN SCR 1325 ‘Women, Peace and Security’, Ministry for Foreign Affairs Finland.
Action Plan was published 19.9.2008.

11. OTHER SCIENTIFIC EXPERT POSITIONS

PhD thesis opponent Sanna Valkonen: Poliittinen Saamelaisuus (Political Sapmi-identity), 2009, University
of Lapland, reviewer and discussant.

Referee journal articles: Gender studies: International Feminist Journal of Politics, Gender, Work and
Organization Nordic Journal of Women’s Studies NORA,
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Naistutkimus/Kvinnforskning. Politics and International Relations: Critical
Studies on Terrorism, European Journal of International Relations, International
Studies Quarterly, Kosmopolis, Politiikka.

Referee monographs: Ashgate, Routledge, Polity Press.

Examples of invited lectures abroad:

2016 ‘Open Hearted Curiosity as a Practice for the Study of International Relations’, invited keynote,
Joyful Ontologies Conference, University of Warwick, September 2016.

2014 ‘Gender advisors in International Crisis Management’, invited speaker, 2nd International
Gender Symposium and Art Workshop: Women in Social and Political Life, Giresun University,
Research Center for Women’s Studies, Turkey, 8.5.2014–10.5.2014

2013 ‘Women’s Agency in Wartime Finland’, invited guest lecture in visiting lecture series, University
of Minnesota, Gender Studies and International Relations, April 2013.

2013 ‘Ethical Action Competence and Gender’, invited speaker, Davies forum, Violence Against
Women Series, Peace and Conflict Studies, University of San Francisco, April 2013.

2013 ‘Relevance of posthumanism as new methodology for studying war experience’, invited
presentation, Experiencing War workshop, organized by Prof. C. Sylvester, Institute of Global
Studies, University of Gothenburg, May 2013.

2009 ‘Feminist Imaginings or Feminist Problem-making: Creating the World through Observation’,
invited keynote, Touching War series: ‘Women, armed and dangerous?’, organized by Prof. C.
Sylvester, Lancaster University, April 2009.

12. SCIENTIFIC IMPACT OF RESEARCH

Total number of publications: 13 articles in reviewed scientific journals, 4 research monographs, 14 articles in
reviewed scientific edited volumes, 6 articles in process to be submitted 2017/2018. Most publications are in
international reviewed journals and books. In addition many blogs, articles, television and radio interviews since
2002.
6 most cited publications (according to google scholar 9.10.2017)
1. Globalization, Prostitution and Sex Trafficking: A Corporeal Politics (Routledge 2008). Cited 93 times.
2. Corporeal Globalization: Narratives of Embodied Subjectivity and Otherness in the Sexscapes of Globalization (Tampere
University Press 2004). Cited 37 times.
3. Joy and International Relations: A New Methodology (Routledge 2013). Cited 28 times.
4. ‘Capitalism as a system of Global Power’, in Power in Contemporary Society: Theories, practices and globalizations, edited
by Henri Goverde, Mark Haugaard, Howard H. Lentner and Philip G. Cerny (Sage 2000). Cited 17 times.
5. ‘Nordic Women and International Crisis Management: A Politics of Hope?’, in Making Gender Making War:
violence, military and peacekeeping practices, edited by Annica Kronsell and Erika Svedberg (Routledge 2011). Cited 8
times.
6. ‘Imagined and Embodied Spaces in Global Sex Industry’, Special Issue of Sexual Spaces, Gender, Work and
Organization 17 (1) 2010. Cited 8 times.


