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Curriculum Vitae: Antti Räsänen
Name and gender
· Räsänen, Antti Jaakko Antero
· Male

Birth, nationality and residence
· Born:

1st December 1961 in Mikkeli

· Nationality:
Finnish

· Address:
Kadetintie 19 B14, 00330 Helsinki Finland
· E-mail:
antti.rasanen@helsinki.fi 

· Telephone:
+358-40-7389755 (home) +358-50-3185669 (work)
Education and degrees
· Doctor of Theology
· University of Helsinki, Faculty of Theology, 2002, Dissertation in the subject Religious Education “Religiousness in Adulthood” (in Finnish). Honours: passed with Eximia cum laude approbatur
· Master of Theology
· University of Helsinki, Faculty of Theology, 1992, major subject Religious Education
· Master of Education
· University of Joensuu, Faculty of Education 1985, major subject Education
· Matriculation examination in Puumala Upper Secondary School, 1980
Other education and training

· Adjunct professorships:
· Adjunct Professor in Religious Education, University of Helsinki, 2005-
· Adjunct Professor in Religious Education, University of Joensuu 2005-

Main areas of specialisation:

Psychology of Religion, Religious education, Teacher training, Practical theology, Childhood and youth research, Religious development through life-span
Main areas of research work:

A. Religious development through life-span

B. Religion and the Church and societal contexts
C. Religious Education and Teaching

D. Religiousness in childhood and youth

E. Religion and social groups
Linguistic skills

· Finnish (mother tongue)

· Swedish (good)

· English (very good)

· German (good)

Current Position
Professor of Religious Education, Faculty of Theology, University of Helsinki, 1.8.2012- 
Previous work experience
· Professor of Religious Education (1.8.2007-31.7.2012)
· University of Eastern Finland, Joensuu Campus; Faculty of Theology and Faculty of Education

· Main duties: basic, intermediate and advanced level courses in religious education, supervision of research studies, research methodology courses, research work, University administration tasks

· University Lecturer in Practical Theology, especially Religious Education (1.1.2006– 31.7.2007)

· University of Helsinki, Faculty of Theology

· Main duties: basic and intermediate level courses in religious education and practical theology, counselling students in Master Thesis, administrative tasks

· Researcher (1.8.2005−31.12.2005)

·  NES – Network for European Studies, University of Helsinki

· Coordinator in Pedagogical Unit (1.1.2003−5.5.2003)
· University of Helsinki, Faculty of Theology

· Acting University Lecturer in Practical Theology, especially Religious Education (1.8.2002−31.12.2002)
· University of Helsinki, Faculty of Theology
· Assistant of Religious Education (1.2.1997–31.7.2002)
· University of Helsinki, Department of Practical Theology.

Research funding, leadership and supervision
· University of Helsinki, Faculty of Theology, Pro Gradu thesis award, 1991
· CEU- Churches and European Unit project, University of Helsinki, for research work (1.8.2004−31.10.2004)
· Religion and multicultural Education project, University of Helsinki, Department of Religious Sciences, for research work (1.11.2004−31.12.2004)

· Responsible leader of the Doctoral Programme in Theology, Faculty of Theology University of Helsinki (1.1.2014–) 

· Supervision of graduated doctoral students:

· ThD. Timo Ryhänen. Spirituality of Finnish Peacekeepers, 2006. University of Helsinki. Faculty of Theology. Responsible supervisor
· PhD. Kirsti Saari Relationships Pedagogy in Curriculum of Christian School in Helsinki, 2009. University of Helsinki. Faculty of Behavioural Sciences. Responsible supervisor.
· ThD. Reijo Virolainen. At the Service of the Gospel – Kurt Frör’s Concept of Evangelical Education and Teaching in Germany from 1930’s to the 1970’s, 2013. Main supervisor.
· ThD. Inkeri Rissanen Negotiating identity and tradition in single-faith religious education: a case study of Islamic education in Finnish schools, 2014. Main Supervisor.

· Ongoing supervision of Doctoral students:
· MTh. Karoliina Käypysalo (Children’s Conception about Death and Affair of it) Responsible supervisor
· M.Ed. Risto Aikonen (Information and communication technology in Religious Education) Responsible supervisor
· MTh. Martti Häkkänen (Peter Biehl’s Theory of Symbols) Main supervisor
· MTh. Aino-Elina Kilpeläinen (Children participating early childhood education in Lutheran Church of Finland) Main supervisor
· MTh. Eriikka Jankko (Children in the Church) Responsible supervisor

· MTh. Jenni Urponen (Geistliche (religiöse) Lieder und Kirchenlieder in den Lern- und  Lehrbüchern für den Religions- und Musikunterricht  der finnischen  Grundschule) Main supervisor
Merits in teaching and pedagogical competence

· Teacher’s pedagogical studies in Master Degree of Education, 1985
· Teaching skills were evaluated in docentship of Religious Education (2005) excellent
· Teaching skills have also been examined in professorship (2007), marks: very good
· Teaching competence in Primary and Secondary school
· Curriculum planning and the implementation of courses is my daily work. In 2013 I have planned and implemented the following classes: Research methods course (6 credits), Master’s seminar (10 credits), Graduate seminar (3 credits)

· The first teaching development project was the REHA (Rekola-Hakunila project1995−98) pilot project, which combined practical training, writing the thesis and methodological studies. I have reported the feedback from the REHA-project in my article: From an Idea to a Thesis (25). The results stimulated me in developing teaching which focused on the order in which research methods are taught
· Intra Muros (inside the Walls) study module (implemented in May 2000) was an important developmental teaching experiment. Two teachers (my colleague Pirjo Hakala from Practical theology and myself) simultaneously mentored students who were actively writing their Masters’ theses. During this module I learned very much about process writing, supervising and mentoring
· The so-called Feedback afternoons in the Department of Theology at the UEF have been my responsibility between 2007-2012. As well as serving as the educator, these afternoons have been pedagogical training for me. These feedback afternoons have focused on themes such as: IT and learning, Alternative examinations, How to read, how to study – to achieve intensive long-lasting learning. These meetings started with an expert’s lecture on theme of the day followed by comments of students and staff, then informal discussion begins. A minimum of half an hour was reserved for feedback on the ongoing period
· I have been the chairman of the committee of teaching tasks at the Faculty of Theology since 1.8.2012
· During the years 2007-2014 I have supervised the active process of 57 pro gradu (Masters’) theses. At the present moment I have 8 students in my Undergraduate seminar one or two of them will continue to doctoral studies
Other academic merits
· Preliminary Examination of PhD Thesis:

· 2006. ThD. Timo Ryhänen. Spirituality of Finnish Peacekeepers. 

· 2009 ThM. Satu Suonperä: Äiti lauloi sulle maasta taivahan’, vai lauloiko?[”Mother sang you Heaven’s home” – or did she?]
· Opponent in Doctoral Dissertation:

· 2007. Martin Ubani:  Young, gifted and spiritual – the case of Finnish sixth-grade pupils.

· Opponent in Licentiate Disseratation: 

· 2010. Risto Aikonen: Ortodoksisen uskonnonopetuksen tieto- ja viestintäteknologinen kehittäminen käyttäjäperusteisen suunnittelun avulla
· Expert in Preliminary Referee of Adjunct Professorship:

· 2007. PhD. Martin Ubani as adjunct professor of Religious Education. University of Helsinki, Faculty of Theology.

· 2010. PhD. Martin Ubani as adjunct professor of Religious Education. University of Helsinki, Faculty of Behavioural Sciences Department of Teacher Education
· Memberships and positions of trust in scientific and scholarly societies:

· ECHA (European Council for High Ability) 2004−2006, member
· ISREV (International Seminar of Religious Education and Values), full member
· EARLI Sig19 (European Association for Research of Learning and Instruction) 2004-2007, member
· NCRE (Nordic Conference for Religious Education), management group
· ISERT (International Society for Empirical Research in Theology), member

· STKS (Finnish Theological Litterature Society), member
· KTS (Carelian Theological Society), member
· Suomen ainedidaktinen tutkimusseura (Finnish Research Association for Subject Didactics), member of the board of trustees
· Membership in expert groups evaluation or steering committees:
· Referee of Estonian Science foundation (2008)
· Leader of international expert panel in assessment of theological studying programs in Lithuania, Centre for Quality Assessment in Higher Education (CQAHE) Ministry of Education and Science of Lithuania (2010)

· Evaluator of postdoctoral researcher applicants, University of Helsinki Research Funds (2010-
· Referee for scientific and scholarly journals

· Teologinen Aikakauskirja (Finnish Journal of Theology)

· European Journal of Mental Health

· Referee of Conference paper propositions:

· NCRE (Nordic Conference for Religious Education)

· EARLI (European Association for Research on Learning and Instruction)

· ISREV (International Seminar for Religious Education and Values)

· FBI (Finnish-Baltic Initiative Conference in developing Teacher Training for RE
· Administrative responsibilities at higher education
· Finnish Doctoral Programme of Theology, member of working committee, 2007-2012

· The Church Research Centre, member of Board, 2007-2012
Scientific and societal impact of research
· 82 publications

· 10 most important publications:

· Räsänen, Antti (2003). Das religiöse Urteil und die Glaubensvorstellungen. Eine finnische Untersuchung. [Religious Judgment and the Concepts of Faith. A Finnish Research] Archiv für Religionspsychologie 25, 195–209.

· Räsänen, Antti (2005). Religiousness of Finnish immigrants in Belgium. Siirtolaisuus – Migration 32 (3), 7–18.
· Räsänen, Antti (2006a). Teaching Religion – a Teachers’s multidimensional Role. 12 s. A4. In: Tirri, Kirsi (toim.) Religion, Spirituality and Identity. Bern: Peter Lang.
· Räsänen, A., Tirri, K. & Nokelainen, P. (2007) Religious Thinking and Giftedness. In: Tirri, K. & Ubani, M. (eds.) Holistic Education and Giftedness. Käytännöllisen teologian laitoksen julkaisuja 111. Helsingin yliopisto.
· Räsänen, Antti & Ubani, Martin (2009b) The Finnish RE Teacher – A Modern Traditionalist. A Report of Cross Cultural TRES-sample from Finland. In Ziebertz, H-G & Riegel, U. (eds.) How Teachers in Europe teach Religion. An international empirical Study. International Practical Theology series (IPT). Muenster: LIT Verlag.

· Räsänen, Antti, Ubani, Martin, Ziebertz, Hans-Georg & Riegel, Ulrich (2009c). Eurooppalainen uskonnonopettaja [The European RE Teacher]. Teologinen aika​kauskirja [Finnish Journal of Theology], 114(5), 436−449. 
· Räsänen, Antti (2010) Teenage religion – religiousness among Finnish 8th and 9th graders. Education Inquiry 1(3). 143–156.

· Räsänen, Antti & Ryhänen, Timo (2014) Teille on Lähetys – Vuoden 2013 Lähetysjuhlien kävijäkyselyn tutkimusraportti. Kirkon tutkimuskeskuksen verkkojulkaisuja 39. Tampere: Kirkon tutkimuskeskus.
· Räsänen, Antti & Helander, Eila (2017) Missionaries as Communicators of Foreign Cultures. Exchange 46; 281​–301.
· Räsänen, Antti (2017) Researching Religious Education in Finland. In: Schweitzer, Fr. & Boschki, R. (eds.) Reseaching Religious Education. Münster: Waxmann Verlag.
 Positions of trust
· Member of the steering committee in Symposium of Early Childhood Religious Education
· President of Finnish Teachers’ Christian Association
· Director of Doctoral Programme in Theology, University of Helsinki

· Dean of the Faculty of Theology; University of Helsinki

· Military rank: Sergeant
