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In this talk I will discuss three interrelated areas of my ongoing work.
Firstly, I study sociolinguistic variation and change in derivational and inflectional productivity.
My results suggest that there is similar variation in both, which provides empirical support for the
hypothesis of a cline between the two (Säily 2014; Säily et al. 2018). I have co-developed a
methodology for comparing productivity across subcorpora based on type frequencies and the
statistical technique of permutation testing (Säily & Suomela 2017). In my ongoing study of the
derivational suffix -er, I am experimenting with entropy-based measures of productivity using an
interactive tool created by my collaborator Jukka Suomela.
My second focus is on lexical productivity and creativity. In the Academy of Finland funded
project Interfacing structured and unstructured data in sociolinguistic research on language
change (STRATAS), we are developing an open-source environment for analysing neologisms
that combines the Corpora of Early English Correspondence with lexicographical sources and
contemporary published texts (Säily et al. in press; Hämäläinen et al. 2018). In addition to
providing new methods for spelling normalization and the study of lexical innovation in historical
corpora, this work sheds more light on variation across social groups in the use and diffusion of
new lexis and on the semantics and social meanings of neologisms in the history of English.
Thirdly, I am interested in sociolinguistic variation and change in part-of-speech frequencies,
particularly noun and pronoun frequencies, in the history of English. My results support the
hypothesis of gendered styles previously formulated on the basis of Present-day English data,
while also challenging the notion by discovering intra-gender variation based on the specific
social roles of the interactants (Säily et al. 2011; Vartiainen et al. 2013); moreover, I have been
able to antedate previous results on the colloquialization process of written English (Säily et al.
2017). I have recently completed a project where we POS-tagged the 18th-century Corpus of
Early English Correspondence Extension, and I am planning to use this corpus to continue my
exploration of what POS frequencies can tell us about macro-level variation and change.
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