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Heikki A. Loikkanen  Heikki A. Loikkanen 

Uudenmaankatu 36 A 9   Professor (emeritus) of urban economics  

- with so called professor contract since retirement (June 1, 2012) 

00120 Helsinki   Department of Political and Economic Studies 

Finland                P.O. Box 17 (Arkadiankatu 7)           

                              FIN-00014 University of Helsinki, Finland 

                   gsm 358-(0)40-5010156 

                                    e-mail: heikki.loikkanen@helsinki.fi  

 

DATE OF BIRTH:  May 13, 1948 

PLACE OF BIRTH:  Lahti, Finland 

 

 

EDUCATION 

 

         Schools:  Anglo-American Elementary School (Moscow, USSR), Puistokadun kansakoulu (elementary 

school in Kuopio),  Kaivopuiston kansakoulu (elementary school in Helsinki), Kruunuhaan keskikoulu 

(junior secondary school in Helsinki), Mikkelin yhteiskoulu (senior secondary school in Mikkeli) 

 

        University degrees 

 

        1. University of Helsinki, Master of Social Sciences (major economics), 1971 

        2. University of Helsinki, Licentiate of Social Sciences (major economics), 1972 

        3. University of Helsinki, Doctor of Social Sciences (major economics), 1982 

 

HONORS AND AWARDS 

 

        1. Yrjö Jahnsson Prize for Master's Thesis in Economics, 1971 

        2. State Scholarship of Norway to University of Oslo for Fall Term 1972 

        3. Lecture Prize of the Finnish Society for Economic Research, based on a talk on “Applying search  

            theory to labour markets” 1977  

        4. Fulbright Scholarship to the United States, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 1978-79  

        5. Culture and Science Prize of the Republic of Estonia, 1994. 

        6. Knight, First Class, of the Order of the Lion of Finland, 1999 

        7. Teacher of the Year 2004 in the Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Helsinki 

 

 

POSITIONS HELD  

         

        Summer jobs during school years in Mikkeli: planting spruce saplings, work at construction sites, 

        digging cable ditches for the local telephone company, assisting emplyee at mental hospital 

         

       Job during university studies: Research Assistant at the Research Institute of the Finnish Economy  

         (ETLA) 1969-71 
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        Academic  
        1. Assistant of Economics, University of Helsinki 1971-73 

        2. Acting Lecturer of Economics, University of Helsinki 1974  

        3. Senior Assistant of Economics, University of Helsinki 1974-79 

        4. Acting Associate Professor of Economics, University of Helsinki 1980 

        5. Associate Professor of Economics, University of Joensuu 1985 (from which I withdrew also in 1985)    

        6. Acting Professor of Public Economics, University of Helsinki, July - Dec. 1991   

        7. Professor (by invitation) of Local Public Economics, Univ. of Tampere, Oct. 1, 1994 - Dec. 31, 1996 

        8. Professor of Urban Economics, Department of Economics, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of  

            Helsinki, Aug. 1, 2000 – Dec. 31, 2004 

        9. Professor (by invitation) of Economic Geography, especially Urban Economics, Department of 

 Geography, Faculty of Sciences, University of Helsinki, Jan. 1, 2005- Dec.31.2009  

      10. Professor of Urban Economics, Department of Political and Economic Studies, Faculty of Social 

            Sciences, University of Helsinki, Jan. 1, 2010 – May 31, 2012). The professorship was jointly 

            financed by the University of Helsinki and Government Institute for Economic Research (VATT). 

      11. Emeritus Professor of Urban Economics, Department of Political and Economic Studies,  

            Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Helsinki, since June 1, 2012 

- with a so called professor contract with University of Helsinki, June 1, 2012- 

         

        Other main jobs  
        1. Special Research Associate, Labour Institute for Economic Research, 1981-83  

        2. Senior Research Associate, Academy of Finland 1984-86 (working at the University of Helsinki) 

        3. Head of Research Department, Statistical Centre of Helsinki, Jan. 1986 - June 1990  

        4. Research Director of Government Institute for Economic Research (VATT), Jan. 1991 - Sept. 1994 

        5. Research Professor at Government Institute for Economic Research, Jan. 1997-July 31, 2000 

  

        Other (alongside main job)  
        1. Economics Course Teacher at the Military Academy, 1971-76 

        2. Acting Professor of Economics (shared teaching load), University of Helsinki, 1984 and 1987 

3.  Docent of Economics, University of Helsinki 1984- , and Helsinki School of Economics and  

     Business Administration, 1987-   

        4. Visitor at the Department of Economics, Univ. of California at Santa Barbara, 

            Research Associate at Institute of Urban and Regional Development, Univ. of California,  

Berkeley, Nov. - Dec., 1989, and Visitor at the University of California at Irvine, Nov. 1992. 

       5. Visiting Researcher at the Research Institute of the Finnish Economy (ETLA) Sept. 1995 - Dec. 1996 

       6. Part time Research Associate at Government Institute for Economic Research, Aug. 1, 2000 – 2004 

       7.  Lectures on Public economics at National Academy of Public Administration in Hanoi, Vietnam  

            (three times since 2010) and once at University of Economics, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam in 2015. 

 

        Professional  
        1. Member of Construction Cost Committee, 1973 

        2. Vice-chairman of Finnish Society for Economic Research, 1975 

        3. Member of Editorial Board of Scandinavian Housing and Planning Research, 1983-87 

        4. Member of Employment Research Committee, 1985-86.  

5.  Member of Construction Cost Committee, 1988-89. 

6.  Member of Committee on EMU, nominated by the Prime Minister Nov. 1996-97 

7.  Member of  selection committees evaluating professor candidates; latest ones:  

- Uppsala University concerning professorship in real estate economics (1997),  

- University of Tampere concerning professorship in health economics (2001)  

- Jönköping International Business School concerning associate professorship in economics (2003). 

8.  Member of local public finance working group, Ministry of Interior, 1997-99  
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9.  Member of Forest Policy Advisory Board, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, 1997-99.  

9.  Member of working group on housing subsidies, Ministry of Environment, 1998-99. 

10. Member of working group on regional development, Economic Council of Finland, 1999-2000. 

11. Member of scientific advisory board on administration and leadership, Ministry of Finance, 2007-

2009 

12. Member of scientific evaluation panel, EU, Marie Curies fellowships, Economic, Social and Human 

Sciences Panel 2001 

13. Member of scientific evaluation panel, Lithuanian Research Council, 2012 

14. Member of scientific evaluation panel, Swedish Research Council, 2015, 2016, 2017 

15. Member of scientific evaluation panel, Academy of Finland, 2016 

16. Member of scientific evaluation panel, Portuguese Fund for Technology and Science, 2017 

 

SUPERVISION OF DOCTORAL DISSERTATIONS 

 

Lasse Oulasvirta (University of Tampere 1996), Seppo Laakso (University of Helsinki 1997), Antti Moisio 

(University of Jyväskylä 2002), Lien Nguyen (University of Helsinki 2008), Janne Tukiainen (University of 

Helsinki 2008), Teemu Lyytikäinen (University of Helsinki 2008), Tuukka Saarimaa (University of Joensuu 

2009), Tanja Kirjavainen (Helsinki School of Economics 2009), Janne Pihlajaniemi (University of Oulu 

2014), Henrik Lönnqvist (Aalto University 2015), Athanasios Votsis (University of Helsinki 2017). 

 

GRANTS  

 

        1. The Emil Aaltonen Foundation 1971 

        2. The Yrjö Jahnsson Foundation 1972, 1978-79, 1983-85, 1989, 1992, 1996, 1999, 2008 

        3. The Research Foundation of Savings Banks 1984, 1989 

        4. The Finnish Economic Association 1988  

5.  The City of Helsinki 1994 

6.  Academy of Finland 1995-1999 (Efficiency of Education project) 

7.  Academy of Finland 1998-2000 (Depression of the 1990s and Regional Development in Finland) 

8.  EU project 2001-2004 (Macroeconomic and Urban Trends in European Information Society) 

9.  Foundation for Municipal Development 2004 (Efficiency of Municipal Service Provision) 

10. Academy of Finland 2005-2007 (Economics of Housing) 

11. Academy of Finland 2010-2012 (Economics of Housing II) 

 

LANGUAGE ABILITIES 

 

        1. English        Sound command of professional and spoken language 

        2. Swedish       Working knowledge 

        3. German       Very limited discussion ability 

        4. Finnish        Mother tongue  

 

 


